
 

 

 

 
STATE OF WASHINGTON 

DEPARTMENT OF LICENSING 
 

BOARD FOR ARCHITECTS 
MEETING MINUTES 

SPECIAL BOARD MEETING 
 

 
DATE:   March 14, 2008 
 
TIME:   9:00 am 
 
LOCATION: Dept. of Licensing 
 Room 2209 
 405 Black Lake Blvd 
 Olympia, WA  
 
 
Present: Chair Benson Nielsen 
 Vice Chair J.J. McCament 
 Secretary Henry Hardnett 
 Member Charles Farrell 
 Member Jerry Lee  
 Member Blaine Weber 
 
Absent: Member Pedro Castro 
 
Also Present: Board Executive Joe Vincent, Jr. 
 Program Manager Lorin Doyle 
 AAG Martha Lantz 
 Administrative Assistant Graeme Kennedy 
 
  
 
 
 
OPEN SESSION 
 

1. Call to Order 9:02:02 AM  
  

1.1. Introduction of Visitors 
 

Ralph D. Provencal, Architect and Building Inspector 
Bruce Turcott, Prosecuting Attorney 
Stan Bowman, Executive for AIA WA (arrived at 10:57 a.m.) 

 
1.2. Introduction of Staff 
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Graeme Kennedy joined the staff as Administrative Assistant in early March. He will 
temporarily serve as AA to the board until the position can be filled permanently.  
 

 

1.3. Order of Agenda 9:05:14 AM  
 

Item 2.1, the workshop with representatives from Washington Association of Building 
Officials (WABO) was cancelled and removed from the agenda. 
 
There was an addition of Item 2.2: Stan Bowman, the Executive for AIA Washington 
Council, will give a presentation on the Legislature‟s recent activity, as it pertains to the 
Board. 
 
Chair Benson Nielsen approved members Jerry Lee and J.J. McCament request of early 
leave from the meeting to attend to other business. 
 
Two disciplinary cases, 2005-12-0401-00ARC and 2005-12-0400-00ARC, will be heard in 
Closed Session. 
 

 

1.4. Approval of Minutes, January 11, 2008 meeting 9:10:48 AM  
 

Chair Nielsen amended the tense in Item 1.3 Order of Agenda, from „Closed Session was 
held‟ to „Closed Session will be held‟.  

 

9:12:33 AM  
Ms. McCament made a MOTION to approve the minutes as amended. Mr. Lee 
SECONDED and it was passed with a unanimous vote.  

 
 

1.5. Review Communications 9:14:51 AM 

 
1.5.1  
Mr. Vincent had correspondence and a conversation with Terry Walker, an architect, in 
which Mr. Walker expressed concern about documents defined as technical submissions 
and their submission to building officials. Mr. Walker believes that RCW 18.08.410(5)(6) 
should be more stringent and would like all buildings, and their technical submissions, to 
be done by architects. He rejects current language in the residential code that technical 
submissions can be submitted by a “registered design professional”. Mr. Walker feels he 
is in a niche of the market where he is in competition with “building designers”, and the 
issue of technical submissions puts him at an unfair disadvantage. He wrote a letter to the 
Governor‟s Office stating this, among other concerns. 
 
Chair Nielsen pointed out that the wording of the code was intentionally broad, to allow 
local authorities to waive the requirements if they so choose. 
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Mr. Vincent stated there was nothing further the Board could do with regards to this issue, 
although the Board did empathize with Mr. Walker‟s complaint. The Board wanted to see 
the correspondence.  
 
Staff Assignment: Mr. Kennedy will distribute Mr. Walker‟s additional correspondence to 
the board after the meeting.  
 

1.5.2  9:26:14 AM  
 
The Board addressed a candidate‟s question of whether the NCARB monograph seismic 
mitigation will satisfy the Washington seismic examination requirement for reciprocity 
applicants. Mr. Vincent plainly stated no, but added the policy was outdated. He 
requested the Board address this issue in subcommittee. 
 
Mr. Hardnett clarified that monographs are intended to provide licensed professionals 
continuing education and not supplement or supplant ARE requirements. 

 
Chair Nielsen and Mr. Vincent jointly stated that the policies (400-1 and 400-2) are 
outdated. Chair Nielsen asked the Procedures Committee to review NCARB‟s draft 
resolutions, and develop a new policy to replace 400-1 and 400-2. 
 
Board Assignment: The Procedures Committee will review NCARB‟s draft resolutions, 
and develop a new policy to replace 400-1 and 400-2 by the May meeting. 

 

2. Hearings/Rule Adoptions/BAP Appeals/Public Presentations  9:36:15 AM  
 
 
2.0 Public Presentation 
 

Architect Ralph Provencal brought concerns to the Board about his experience with 
building officials. 

 
2.1 Workshop with WABO 
 

Rescheduled for the May 9th meeting. 
 

2.1.0 Presentation by Prosecuting Attorney Bruce Turcott 9:58:54 AM  
  

The Board heard explanations of two cases by Mr. Turcott and then went into closed 
session to deliberate. 

 

 
CLOSED SESSION  10:20:18 AM 

3. Complaint / Investigations 
3.1. Files for review 

 
 
4. Legal Issues and / or Deliberation 
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OPEN SESSION  10:50:14 AM 

5. Disciplinary & Investigation Items 
 

5.1. Disciplinary Report 
 

In regard to case number 2005-1204-01-00ARC, for respondent Sharon Booker, the 
Board chose to direct the staff to verify any and all past sanctions against Ms. Booker by 
the Board and to include them, if any, in the Findings Of Fact. The Board has also 
decided to increase the fine, bringing the total to $5000. Should Ms. Booker not accept 
the changes proposed by the Board, the Board will then take the matter to a hearing. 
 
The Board also requested, from now on, that any Findings of Fact or Conclusions of Law 
and Order include a recitation regarding any past sanctions that may have been taken by 
the Board against the respondent. 
 
In regard to the case number 2005-1204-00-00ARC, for respondent Kathleen F. Davis, 
the Board agreed to the default order as written. The Board directed staff to notify the 
adjacent states of Oregon, Idaho, and Montana and NCARB of the default order. 

 
Staff Assignment: Mr. Kennedy will formally serve all involved parties in the Davis case 
and serve as Board Clerk. 
 
 

2.   Return to Hearings/Rule Adoptions/BAP Appeals/Public Presentations 
  

2.2    Presentation from Stan Bowman 10:58:42 AM  
 

Mr. Bowman gave a presentation to the Board regarding the legislative session. He covered 
many subjects, including the “AIA 2030 Challenge” (net zero carbon footprint for new 
construction by the year 2030), residential liability, inspections, and the reintroduction of the 
Certificate of Merit, in which an architect of similar credentials must sign off on a lawsuit before 
it can be brought against an architect. He also discussed AIA legislation, which was approved 
by Senate Committee, but did not make it to a floor vote because of short session priorities, 
and will be reintroduced in 2009.  
  

 

5.   Disciplinary & Investigation Items 2:05:55 PM  
 

5.2 Disciplinary Case History Report 
 
Report given to Board for information only. No action required. 

 
 

6. Assistant Attorney General's Report    
 

AAG Martha Lantz‟s presentation was postponed until the May 9th meeting.  
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7. Committee Reports  

 
No business. 

  
 

8. Board Executiveôs Report  2:08:14 PM  
 

8.1. Financial Report 
 

Mr. Vincent gave the Board a financial report for review.  
 
 

8.2. Board / Staff Travel 2:09:56 PM  
 

8.2.1. WCARB Regional Meeting – Englewood, Colorado March 26-29, 2008 
   

Mr. Hardnett and Mr. Nielsen will attend the WCARB regional meeting as part of 
the Executive Committee. There is one more opening for a Board member, and 
Mr. Nielsen strongly encouraged Mr. Weber to attend.  
 

 

8.2.2. WCARB‟s Upcoming Vacancies 2:11:40 PM  
 

Mr. Nielsen stated two people expressed interest in becoming WCARB Region 
Director, Greg Erny and Roger Basarich. Mr. Nielsen and Jeanne Jackson, of 
Salt Lake, have expressed interest in becoming members of the Executive 
Committee. There is also a vacant Chair position. 
 

 
8.3. Other Items  

8.3.1. Statistics 
 

No business. 
 

 
9. Old Business  

9.1. Definition of Review 2:13:13 PM  
 
 
Board Assignment: Mr. Weber will draft a simple policy regarding stamping and 
sealing, with information supplied by Mr. Nielsen and Mr. Vincent. 

 
 
10. New Business  

10.1. Board delegation to administrator 2:14:47 PM  
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Ms. Lantz asked the Board to renew its delegation to the administrator. The document will 
need to be signed by the entire Board. 

 

10.2. WCARB agenda and Board delegation to chair 2:16:48 PM  
 

Mr. Vincent recommended the Board review NCARB‟s resolutions before sending the 
delegation to the national meeting. 
 
Mr. Hardnett made a MOTION to approve the recommendation. It was SECONDED by Mr. 
Farrell.  
 

 
 
11. Other Business  

11.1. Action Items from this Meeting 
 

Action items from this meeting will be added to the master list.  
 
 

11.2. Review Master Action Item List 
 

The master action item list was provided in the Board packet for member review.  
 
 

11.3. Agenda Items for next Meeting 2:28:28 PM  
 

The Board will need a new public member as of June 2008. Mr. Hardnett volunteered to 
speak with two people at UW and make a recommendation of someone in an allied 
field. He added that he would speak with someone in academia or possibly an attorney 
in the field of construction litigation.  

 
 

11.4. Any other business 
 

No Business 
 
 

12. Adjournment  2:40:05 PM  
 


